DECEMBER 2016-JANUARY 2017/
KISLEV 5777–SH’VAT 5777

t he

temple

145 springfield pike
wyoming, oh 45215

RELIGIOUS SERVICES
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2
6:30 PM - Dinner (For those with reservations)
7:30 PM – Shabbat Service
Music: Friday Night Live
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Tol’dot, Gen. 25:19-28:9

Join the Valley Temple Sisterhood for a very special Hiddur Mitzvah
(enhancing or beautifying a mitzvah) project for the whole
family! Come create the glass that will adorn your piece of Gary
Rosenthal Judaica!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 7:30 PM
Family Shabbat Service
Music: David Snyder

Sunday, January 29th
12:30–2:30
The Valley Temple

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Va-yeitzei, Gen. 28:10-32:3

Lunch offered: pizza, salad, chips and drink for
$5 a person or $20 per family

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 7:30 PM
Shabbat Service
Music: Bob Pollack and Marilyn Zelcer

• Open to the entire Jewish Community
• Special preschool projects available for children under 6
• Catalog of pieces will be emailed out, or pick up a copy at Valley
• Contact Allison Schneider with any questions.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Va-yishlach, Gen. 32:4-36:43

LEARN ABOUT
GOLDMAN UNION CAMP INSTITUTE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 7:30 PM
Shabbat Service
Music: Bob Pollack and Marilyn Zelcer
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Ya’yeishev, Gen. 37:1-40:23

Jeremy Klotz, Director of Goldman Union Camp,
Zionsville, IN
Visits Valley Temple on Sunday,
January 8 at 9:45 AM
Learn more about the wonderful camp program!
Scholarships are available.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 30
CHANUKAH CELEBRATION
6:30 pm – Chanukah Dinner
(for those with reservations)
7:30 pm – Shabbat Service
Music: Bob Pollack and Marilyn Zelcer
(continued on page 2)

Noon at the Temple
January 9
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES CONT’D

FROM THE RABBI ...
Sandford R. Kopnick

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Mikeitz, Gen. 41:1-44:17

Whether your candidate won or lost the recent presidential
election, it cannot be denied that the campaign created
significant concern among many in minority communities.
The rhetoric may have been an effective strategy to turn
out voters who have felt disenfranchised with the way
the global economy and/or the American economy has
evolved (or devolved, depending on one’s perspective), but
many different types of people felt targeted by the way the
campaign unfolded.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 7:30 PM
Shabbat Service
Music: Marilyn Zelcer and Steve Mason
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Va-Yigash, Gen. 44:18-47:27

Jewish history has taught us what happens when rhetoric
turns into policy. When Jews have been the target of a
government’s restrictive or oppressive policies, we needed
the help of those who were not the target to speak up for
what was right. There are thousands of people wearing
safety pins on their garments because they feel targeted
and unsafe. We Jews can help.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 7:30 PM
Family Shabbat Service
Music: David Snyder
Oneg Shabbat hosted by Sandy Hatfield and family in
memory of Marcia E Geltner

As Jews, we are commanded to seek peace, to love our
neighbor as ourselves, and to be our brother’s keeper. We
cannot only take care of ourselves, but we have to be, as
Isaiah said, “a light to the nations.”

SATURDAY, JANUARY 14
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Va-y’chi, Gen. 47:28-50:26

Whether it was a campaign ploy or deeply felt beliefs, the
campaign seems to have given permission to normalize
prejudicial talk after this country came close to removing it
from the public space. That students in some schools walk
through the halls with signs chanting “white power,” or
primary grade children taunt an Hispanic girl with the
slogan, “build the wall,” cannot be allowed to be permissible.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 7:30 PM
Shabbat Service
Music: Friday Night Live
SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Sh’mot, Exod. 1:1-6:1

Regardless of party affiliation, we are all obligated to fight
vigorously for each human being’s dignity and respectful
treatment. We cannot lower ourselves to paint all of one
religion, sexual orientation, gender, or race with the same
brush. We experienced this type of hatred and oppression,
we have been the scapegoats for more than one society’s
problems, and we cannot allow others to endure this pain
just because we are not currently the target.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 7:30 PM
Shabbat Service
Music: Bob Pollack and Marilyn Zelcer
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
9:30 AM – Torah Study
10:30 AM – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion – Va-eira, Exod. 6:2-9:35

So if you voted and your candidate lost—fight on for
justice. If you voted and your candidate won—accept the
victory with the grace that motivates you to insist that no
campaign ever sink to this level again. We all should pray for
God’s blessing on the United States, and for the strength to
create bridges, where it now seems gaps are wider than
ever.
As we approach Chanukah at the end of December, we pray
that we all will rededicate ourselves to remembering the
stranger, fighting for what is right, and infusing the season
with the light of justice as it shines brightly in all homes.
B’shalom,

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi
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If Not Now, When?
Imagine having the opportunity to be immersed in
something interesting and challenging with people who
are similar to and different from you facilitated by diverse, world-class thinkers… Since June of last year,
I have had the good fortune to study with a cohort of
educational leaders and amazing faculty at the Mandel
Teacher Educator Institute (MTEI) in Chicago. I am able
to do this study thanks to generous grants from the Jack,
Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation and the Jewish
Foundation of Cincinnati.
At MTEI, I have been working with my colleagues and
the faculty to consider the big questions in Jewish
education and how I can facilitate transformational
learning at Valley for its teachers and students. You can
read more at mtei-learning.org.
Right before I traveled to Chicago in November, I had
been thinking about a particular Jewish teaching from
Pirkei Avot and how it relates to what we do in Religious
School.

sick and deliver it to them? You are practicing bikkur
cholim (visiting the sick). Do you recycle or make choices
about sustainable food and household products? You are
heeding the commandment ba’al taschit (do not destroy).
Do you have a daily practice of saying the Shema, perhaps
at bedtime with your children? That first word, shema, is
the command to hear or listen. Thus, even the ordinary
act of listening, really listening to each other is Jewish.

“If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only
for myself, what am I? And if not now, when?” (Avot 1:14)
Pirkei Avot literally means “Chapters of our Fathers”
and is often translated as the “Ethics of our Fathers.”
“That ‘verse’ as we might call a piece of Torah is called a
mishnah and Avot 1:14, in its multi-layered glory has
been on my mind as I also consider one of the greatest
challenges of sharing Judaism in a once-or-twice-aweek setting. How do we dig into the many teachings our
tradition offers while also convincing learners and their
families of their relevance?

We are currently collecting chicken noodle soup and
new, unwrapped toys to benefit our partners at the Valley
Interfaith Food and Clothing Center. By participating
in this program, we have an opportunity to live in the
tension inherent in the questions asked by our Jewish
founders—self, others, how and when-- as we teach our
children to stand up for themselves AND to stand up for
others with generosity and compassion. Thank you for
supporting the work we do in Religious School.

This space in the bulletin, weekly communication from
your children and their teachers, and semester progress
reports can give you a glimpse into what your children are
learning and experiencing on Sundays and Tuesdays. One
of the ways to extend your children’s learning is to attend
Family Education sessions and experience the learning
together. (See p. 4 for upcoming dates.)

Alison

Alison Weikel, Director of Education

You can also remind your children what is Jewish about
everyday activities and special occasion events. Do you
ever prepare a meal for neighbors or friends who are
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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

FAMILY EDUCATION DATES

January 8 at 10:30 AM- 4th grade
February 5 at 11:15 AM- PreK-K-1
February 12 at 9:45 AM- 6th grade
February 26 at 10AM- 3rd grade
March 5 at 10AM- 5th grade
March 19 at 10AM- 4th grade
March 19 at 11AM- 2nd grade
April 30 at 10AM- 6th grade at Mapping Our Tears
May 7 at 10AM- 5th grade at Weil Funeral Home

Jon Hoffheimer

Dear Congregants,

April 23 at 10AM - meeting for parents
of 6th graders and 8th graders

Last Fall the squirrels packed away their food for the winter.
Birds that stay in the area do likewise. Somehow they know
when to do this and they remember where they put things!
Winter comes on and they are ready. We, too, are cyclical.
Not so much about storing up food. I think we are cyclical
in our interest and participation in Temple life. There are
times we need Valley and there are times not so much. The
High Holidays draw us in, and then perhaps we fall back.
Yet Valley must be consistently here and available for each
of us. When we go on to other “things” and our lives fill up,
we still need to store up the nuts and seeds for another day.

ALL-SCHOOL
SHABBAT DINNER

Pick a Valley Temple event or two that you normally would
not attend and give them a try. Come for a Shabbat service.
You may find something for yourself. Even if you do not,
simply by being here, you may be helping someone else.

PARENT MEETINGS

April 9 at 11AM - meeting for parents
of 3rd graders

Friday, December 2 at 6:30 PM
Please bring your family’s favorite
side dish to share!
(Mac N Cheese, Salad, veggies, fruit, etc.)
RSVP to the Temple- 513-761-3555
$10/age12-adult
$5/age 3-11
under 3-free
Maximum of $30/family

There is a saying that when you give of yourself, you will
receive far more than you give. Let’s find out if that is true.

Jon Hoffheimer
President, Board of Trustees

Mark Your Calendar for
Denim & Diamonds 2017!
When: The evening of Saturday, March 18th, 2017
Preparations are underway for our biennial Denim &
Diamonds; an evening of trivia, friendship, and food.
The evening will include a silent auction featuring items
from our community and our city. Bring your friends and
family along!
We are looking for items to round out our silent auction.
Items such as gift cards and certificates make a great
contribution. If you are able to provide these or any other
items, please get in touch with Wendy Walsh at Valley
Temple for information on making a tax-deductible
charitable contribution.
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Early in November a small contingent from our Sisterhood
travelled to Louisville for the Central District Convention.
While there, they had the opportunity to pray together, attend
presentations and workshops, and enjoy meeting women from
all over the region. At our last meeting we got to hear about the
wonderful experiences offered at this biennial conference. The
great news is that we don’t need to wait two more years to be
involved, because we do many of those things here at Valley
all year round!

Barnes and Noble Fields Ertel
Sunday, December 18 from 11-8pm
Barnes and Noble Newport
Sunday, December 18 from 12-8pm.
Joseph Beth Rookwood
Friday, December 23 from 10-6 PM,
Most of the shifts are 3 hour intervals.

We support the Temple and Religious School in a variety of
ways, from helping with camper scholarships to giving each
family a challah at Rosh Hashanah to assisting with expenses
for the Religious School and Youth Group. We pray together
when we attend regular services or those for Bar and Bat
Mitzvah, when we plan and participate in a Friday night
Shabbat service, even when we share our thanks and concerns
while filling our Tzedakah box. We contribute to our greater
community when we collect items to donate to Caracole or
Bethany House. And before you think we’re all business, we
have plenty of opportunities to simply have fun being together!

Contact Julie Niemeier to volunteer.

Sunday, December 4 & 11
During Religious School

Here are some of the plans that are in the works:
• Gift exchange at the December 11th meeting – bring a $15
gift and join the fun!
• In January there will be an amazing chance to create a
beautiful piece of Judaica. Tell your friends and come make a
glass mosaic menorah, mezuzah, or dreidel – more information
to come about the Gary Rosenthal glass project!

FOR THE SISTERHOOD BOOK SALE

• The next Sisterhood Book Club selection is The Nightingale,
by Kristin Hannah (discussion in March).

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Bring your donations to the Temple

• Join us for a cooking class or challah-making event!
• We’re even planning a few ladies’ nights out, with jewelrymaking or pottery-painting, or another fun-filled get-together!
• We’re working on getting a group together to learn Mahjong!
With such a variety of spiritual, fundraising, and social events,
there’s something for everyone - come to the next meeting and
see!
L’hitraot! Til we meet again!

Chrissy

IN JANUARY
When you link your shopper card to either the
Kroger Community Rewards Program or to
the Remke Caring Neighbor Program, every
time you swipe your card or enter your alternate
ID at the checkout, a portion of the sale goes to
Sisterhood, which in turn helps to support Valley
Temple programming.

For Kroger:

Christine Knarr, Recording Secretary

https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards

We hope to see you on these upcoming dates:  
* December 11 – Meeting and Chanukah party
* January 8 – Meeting
* February 12 – Used Book Sale
* February 26 – Hamantaschen Baking
* March 5 – Meeting
* April 9 – Meeting
* May 21 – Closing Day Meeting and Picnic

Click to sign in or create an account.

For Remke:

http://www.remkes.com/Community.aspx
Options to sign in or register are at the top
right corner of the webpage.

Questions? Please contact Chrissy Knarr.
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MEN’S CLUB

Valley Temple
Youth Group

The Valley Temple Men’s Club is back and better than ever!
Through meetings and consultations, these goals have been
laid out for the next year:
• Get people to come inside the Temple – make VT more
than a dropoff lane;
• Have events to draw people in;

Winter Kallah is coming up soon - January 20-22 - and is
held here in Cincinnati at HUC! NFTY-OV Winter Kallah
is a weekend of learning, growing, laughing, and building
meaningful relationships with other Reform Jewish teens.
The entire weekend of programs, activities, prayer, and fun
is planned by teens in collaboration with HUC. Valley had
nine teens at Fall Kallah... can YOU help us get double-digit
attendance? Find more information and register NOW at
www.ohiovalley.nfty.org/ or contact Brian Meeron.

• Continue to have camaraderie while supporting
some needs of the Temple;
• Have more frequent Sunday breakfast
get-togethers;
• Expand our membership – we would love to have
a larger diversity of ages, interests and ideas.

NFTY678 Cincy Sunday Funday

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS
FOR THESE UPCOMING EVENTS:

Hey Valley 6th, 7th, and 8th graders!

Hang out with your Cincinnati friends and make some new
ones from ALL 4 Reform congregations! This awesome
event will be on Sunday, December 11 (from 12-2pm) at
Wise Temple, and is complete with activities to meet new
people, have fun, and enjoy games, challenges, and more!
You will enjoy a pizza lunch and delicious desserts. Cost:
$10 (includes lunch and epic program). Register at www.
ohiovalley.nfty.org before Wednesday, December 7th!

Monthly trivia at Wings and Rings in Finneytown –
Wednesday, December 14th

POTENTIAL HOST FAMILIES!!!!

Denim & Diamonds is
Saturday, March 18th,
with Jeff Schaelger
and Aron Schneider as
emcees. Come battle your
friends in trivia, eat, bid on cool stuff, and laugh a little bit!

Candlepin bowling – Sunday, January 29th
Super Bowl party – Sunday, February 5th (w/
families)
Cincinnati Cyclones game –
Saturday, February 25th (w/families)

Can your family help host four teens for Winter Kallah?
Dorm space at HUC is limited, and we rely on local
families to help host teens from around the Ohio Valley region.
Previous host families have reported very positive
interactions with the teens, while helping to ensure their
safety and enjoyment before and after Kallah hours. Please
consider helping out! More information can be found at
ohiovalley.nfty.org/housing. Thank you for your help!

Brotherhood Work Weekend at GUCI – Weekend of Friday,
April 28 – Sunday, April 30
Other events being planned – or why not send us your
ideas?!?!
Thanks to all the VT brothers and board members who gave
their time and energy to ushering for the High Holy Days!!!
Feeling left out? Wanna join the VT Men’s Club? Please
contact Jeff Schlaeger, President.

The Valley Temple Men's Club
is on Twitter! @vt_men
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Simchat Torah

Scenes from the
Sisterhood Brunch
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HELP OUR NEIGHBORS HAVE A

GREAT HOLIDAY
Toy Drive • New & Unwrapped Toys

150 CANS OF
Chicken Noodle Soup

to benefit the Valley Interfaith Food & Clothing Center
DONATIONS ACCEPTED IN THE TEMPLE LOBBY
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 11th

Chanukah Celebration

Friday, December 30th
6:30 pm – Congregational Dinner
7:30 pm – Chanukah Shabbat Service
Dinner – $10. 00 – age 12 – adults; $5.00 – children 3-11
Bring your family menorah!
Please bring a passing side dish (vegetable, salad, etc.)
NAME(S) of those attending ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
___________ # of adults and children 12 and over @ $10.00
___________ # of children age 3-11 @ $5.00
___________ # of children under 3 (free)
TOTAL AMOUNT FOR CHANKAH DINNER: ________________
Please let us know if you need a veggie meal or have other dietary restrictions: _______________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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SUSTAINING THE
GENERATIONS ...

Julie and Kyle Niemeier on the birth of their daughter,
Aviah Grace. Congrats also to happy grandparents, Dianne
and Kerry Rabe

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

Phyllis Bossin and Ron Kull on the engagement of their
son, Aaron, to Kelsey Creveling

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
A gift from Tom Steger
In memory of Samuel L. Harris and Samuel S. Roberts;
from Bob Harris

Buz and Barbara Stewart on the marriage of their son,
Daniel to Maddy Momper

In memory of Ernest Jacob Waits, Sr; from Ernie & Helen Waits
In memory of Harvey Price; from Sue & Jay Price

Dr. Paula Braverman and Larry Bowman on their marriage

In memory of Christine, Harold & Janice Wright;
from Susan & Jon Hoffheimer
In memory Dorothy Shostle, Leslie Levy and Annabel Levy;
from Harvey & Barb Katz

OUR SYMPATHY

In honor of Arlene and Barry Goldhoff’s 50th Anniversary;
from Jenny Broh

Laurie Marks on the death of her Father,
Henry Verboomen
Sharon Kollasch on the death of her Father,
Leonard M. Goldberg

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
A gift from Jon & Susan Hoffheimer
In honor of Harvey Katz’s birthday; from Betty Rosenthal

MISHEBEIRACH

BRYNA SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL
ONEG & HOSPITALITY FUND

Evelyn Essig
Joanne Cohen

A gift from Dick & Marsha Kuhr

Joan Reckseit

In memory of Jules Saslow;
from Pam & Brad Greenberg & Family

Kim Stark

In memory of Christine, Harold and Janice Wright;
from Susan & Jon Hoffheimer

Jay Price

In memory of Ben Walker; from Alan Schwartz

SPONSORING AN ONEG SHABBAT

SEINSHEIMER MUSIC FUND
A gift from Dianne & Kerry Rabe
A gift from Kim Blatt
LOUISE MARKS RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
A gift from Barry & Evelyn Essig
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Noah Festenstein;
from Jenny Broh
ROBERT & CHARLOTTE LANZIT
ADULT EDUCATION FUND

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat (the reception following
services) is a lovely way to celebrate a special occasion or
honor the memory of a loved one or “just because.” Please
help us maintain this tradition by calling Wendy at the
Temple office.

In memory of Hilda Price; from Sue & Jay Price

Thank you to:
• Jody and Kent Finley for sponsoring an oneg in
memory of Ruth and John Terhar.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Laurie Marks 		
Brianna Connock		
Robert Harris 		
Karin Gelfand O’Neill 		
Larry Wolf 		
Corey Denham		
Randy Russell 		
Rachel Ran 		
Judy Silverman		
Barbara Stewart 		
Lawrence Nagler 		
Micah Nourie 		
Helen Spieler 		
Leonard Zwick 		
Rachel Stewart		
Jonah Raider-Roth 		
Jean Amber 		
Dianne Rabe		
Kathy Schlaeger		
Brian Kaplan 		
Talia Raider-Roth		
Sally Waxman 		
Robert Hiller 		
Harrison Knarr 		
Joanne Cohen 		
Donald Pollack 		
Barry Goldhoff 		
Marsha Pinsky 		
Alan Schneider 		
Emma Heines 		
Sydney Dornheggen		
Carol Spritzer 		
Daniel Valentini 		
Barbara Morgenstern		
Mae Cohen 		
Leah Joos 		

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

12/01
12/01
12/01
12/01
12/03
12/03
12/04
12/08
12/09
12/12
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/31

Jacob Clark 		
Brian Sefferino		
William Clark		
Leon Silverman		
Carol Kramberg-Walker		
Bernice Pollack 		
Susan Price		
Susan Trenkamp		
Richard Kuhr		
Michael Mannheimer		
Erika Hecht 		
Monica Valentini		
Grant Dornheggen 		
Aubrey Herman 		
Steve Connock		
Thomas Sherman		
Judy McKinney		
Elliot Spieler		
Jim Cronin 		
Andrea Beck 		
Michael Green		
Stan Shuck 		
Cindi Miller		
Randi Solomon		
Janelle Gelfand		
Tom Enneking 		
Mindy Sefferino		
Chad Munitz		
Steven Deutsch		
Susan Levy 		
Joseph Deutsch		

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Andy & Kim Stark 			
Jody & Kent Finley			
Brad & Karen McClelland			
Alan & Margie Schneider 			
Arn & Sue Bortz 			
Robert & Clare Deutsch			
Sondra & Fred Ross			
Michael & Rose Apseloff 			
Lynn & Tom Wertheimer			
Mike & Jessica Wagner 			
Leon & Judy Silverman 			

01/01
01/02
01/03
01/04
01/06
01/08
01/09
01/12
01/12
01/12
01/14
01/15
01/15
01/15
01/16
01/16
01/16
01/18
01/19
01/20
01/21
01/22
01/22
01/23
01/24
01/25
01/26
01/26
01/29
01/31
01/31

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

12/06/1997
12/08/1984
12/16/1995
12/18/1965
12/22/1979
12/22/1991
12/25/1965
12/26/1971
12/27/1964
12/28/2002
12/30/1979

Jerry Newfarmer & Amy Paul 		
Don & Cheryl Moeller
		
Ron & Barbara Stern 			
Ron & Sharon Ran 			
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01/01/2001
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01/26/ ??
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Hooshir
Jewish A Cappella

Saturday, January 21
7:30 pm
at Valley Temple
Indiana University | Jewish A Cappella singing group!

