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RELIGIOUS  SERVICES

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, MAY 7
9:30 am – Torah Study
10:30 am – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion: Acharei Mot, Lev. 18:1-30

FRIDAY, MAY 13, 7:30 pm
Family Shabbat Service
Peninnah Schram will tell a story.

SATURDAY, MAY 14
9:30 am – Torah Study
10:30 am – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion: K’doshim, Lev. 19:1-20:27

FRIDAY, MAY 20
5:30 pm – Reception before service
6:00 pm – Shabbat Service 
Honoring HUC Ordination class of 2016

SATURDAY, MAY 21
TeMple CloSeD–No ToRAh STUDY 
oR SeRvICe AT vAlleY
9:00 am – HUC Ordination Service at 
Plum Street Temple
Open to the public
Torah Portion: Emor, Lev. 21:1-24:23

FRIDAY, MAY 27, 7:30 pm
Shabbat Service

SATURDAY, MAY 28
9:30 am – Torah Study
10:30 am – Shabbat Service
Torah Portion: B’har, Lev. 25-1-26:2
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TORAH STUDY
Saturdays, 9:30 am

followed by Shabbat Service at 10:30 am

Peninnah Schram 

Artist-in-Residence 
May 13-15, 2016

 

Peninnah Schram is an internationally known  
storyteller, teacher, author, and recording artist 
who received the prestigious Covenant Award for  
Outstanding Jewish Educator. Newly retired  
Professor of Speech and Drama at Stern College of 
Yeshiva University, she travels across the US and 
other countries as a featured presenter and Performing  
Artist-in-Residence. Peninnah is the author of  
numerous books of Jewish folktales.

Peninnah will be a part of our Friday, May 13 and 
Saturday, May 14 Shabbat services, lead a lunch and 
learn on Saturday, May 14 for adults and be a part 
of our Religious School Closing Day assembly and 
celebration on Sunday, May 15.

Grants from the Harold Grinspoon Foundation and  
the Jewish Foundation of Cincinnati make Peninnah’s 
residency possible.
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FROM THE RABBI ...
Sandford R. Kopnick

Why Tell others About Reform Judaism?

When Isaiah said we should be a light unto the nations, 
it suggested that our covenant with God required behavior 
that distinguished us as a holy people. As a result, when 
we are at our best, we model human behavior that reflects 
what God expects of humanity. We learn through Torah 
and other sacred texts how to be at our best, and we strive 
for that excellence.

It has been said that Judaism is not a religion that 
proselytizes. Truth is, we’ve never been much in a  
position to do so, for an oppressed people (as history shows 
we’ve usually been) is not usually attractive to others. The 
gift of modern political freedom has not really inspired 
active recruitment by us Jews. And while we may not 
be so inclined as to seek converts by the droves, perhaps 
we should consider more actively recruiting those with  
Judaism in their family or background.

The joy of congregational life is creating a community 
where we explore what God expects of us, and ways we 
can support each other through the structure of Jewish life. 
It is true that there are many communities folks can find, 
whether through their children’s sports teams or schools, 
work-based relationships, or neighbors on the block. We 
are not restricted from participating in country clubs or 
book clubs, civic organizations or political parties. But, 
there is something very special when connecting Jews and 
their families with other Jews that creates a bond that can 
really feel like “family.”

I am so proud of how our congregation works at caring  
for our infirm, helping with B’nai mitzvah prep, or  
celebrating holidays together. When we know there is a 
need, it is generally quick and easy to find folks to help 
others. And while we are far from perfect, our hearts are 
in the right place, and so many of our members reach out 
and care.

So be a light. Shine our positive approach to Judaism 
on those whom you think will benefit from our community.  
Sometimes, just asking whether someone belongs to a 
congregation can get things started to engage unaffiliated 
Jewish families. And if Valley is the right fit for them, then 
bring them to a service or a holiday celebration. Show them 
our religious school (before we end for the summer!). Give 
a potential member of our community the gift of entering 
the synagogue with a familiar face.

It is true that people “temple shop” over the summer. 
They also think about joining a synagogue when kids are 
ready for religious school.  Truth be told, some will engage 
because someone else asks them to. Don’t make the mistake 
of thinking that because some other religions are over-the-
top about seeking “believers,” that is what I’m suggesting. 
Nope. Generally speaking, if you ask someone about where 
they belong, they’ll let you know if you should continue 

NFTY-OV Spring Kallah 2016
The Valley Temple Youth Group had an amazing time 
bonding with Jews in the South down in Nashville,  
Tennessee. The teens enjoyed ice breakers and  
electing officers to the new Ohio Valley Regional Board 
Thursday night (including Programming Vice President, 
Ashley Schlaeger). They then enjoyed learning about 
dances from other cultures, trying different southern 
and Israel foods, attending the general assembly making 
amendments to the Ohio Valley constitution and services 
with Grammy Award-winning artist Dennis Scott. They 
then enjoyed a program on refugees and making teddy 
bears for children at the police station on Saturday. Here 
they are enjoying NFTY prom: Danny Niedermann,  
Adrian Niedermann, Ashley Schlaeger, Shayna Codd, 
Devon Brandt and Rae Nourie. 

SAVE THE DATE
Congregational Annual Meeting
Election of Officers and New Board Members

Friday, June 10

7:00 P.M.
Meeting    

8:00 P.M.
Shabbat Service

the conversation. If it is clear that the topic is taboo, then 
don’t press. However, if there seems to be openness, then 
explain your experience and invite. Shine the light of  
affiliation to those who might seek. Is it what Isaiah meant 
when he suggested we should be a light unto the nations? 
I hope you decide it was! Shine on!

Faithfully,

Rabbi Sandford R. Kopnick
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WHAT’S 
HAppEnInG In 

RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL? 

As we finish the year in Religious School, I am grateful for 
all of the effort our teachers and madrichim put in each 
week to create wonderful experiences for your children. 
The teachers plan activities with the intention of having 
your children connect with each other and with Judaism 
in deep and meaningful ways. It is my hope that your 
children are sharing their excitement and connections 
at home and that you feel more connected as a result of  
conversations you have and by participating in Family  
Education and holiday gatherings. The names of the 
teachers are printed here as a small token of recognition. 
Please know that each week, they gather your children 
into their care and I am amazed at their energy and their 
insight as we process and reflect on their teaching.

Thank you to: Bette Ann Sandor, Nancy Kopnick,  
Joanna Jones, Lizzie Spicehandler, Elizabeth Woosley,  
Alicia Harris, Kara Schneider, Brian Meeron, Jenny  
Dapper, and Jessie Wainer.

The madrichim are at Religious School each week to 
help guide your children through lessons not only about  
Jewish content, but also about community. They wake 
up early on Sunday mornings (no easy task) and choose 
to spend time with your children. They are wonderful 
role models in the classroom and also spend time with 
me thinking about their experience and how they can  
improve their support and teaching.

Thank you to: Jake Lazar, Sam Smith, Ashley Schlaeger, 
Adrian Niedermann, Steven Elgowsky, Maddie Weikel, 
Danny Niedermann, Alex Woosley, Alex Kopnick, and 
Eli Neman.

Barry Essig and Suzanne Shallat continue their work as 
important parts of our community.

Upcoming dates:

Sunday, May 1 - Religious School at 9:45. 5th grade Fam-
ily Education at Weil Funeral Home at 10 AM and VTMC 
trip to Islamic Center of Greater Cincinnati (at 2:30 PM)

Tuesday, May 3 - Hebrew

Saturday, May 7 - Shabbat School 9:45-12 Noon 
Parents of current 8th graders will meet at 9:45 AM 
with Rabbi Kopnick and Rabbi David Burstein, Director  
of Kulanu, the the community high school program. 
They will also discuss the madrichim program (in which  
students can serve as teaching assistants in Religious 
School).

Tuesday, May 10 - final night of Tuesday Hebrew

MEn’S CLUB

Upcoming schedUled events:
The Men’s Club took first place at April Wings & Trivia. 
Our next date is Wednesday May 18. 

Brotherhood Work Week at Goldman Union Camp is 
Thursday May 12 thru Sunday May 15. One may come 
for any or all of the weekend. Contact Jeff Schlaeger (513-
708-9897) or Scott Steinberg (513-324-4487) if interested in 
attending.

The Men’s Club elected new officers (some of whom are 
old officers) for 2016-2018:

President: Jeff Schlaeger

V.P.: Scott Steinberg

Treasurer: Barry Goldhoff

Social Media: Len Elgowsky

Exec at large/Past President: Sam Lobar

Valley Temple Hosts HUC-JIR 
Friday, May 21

5:30 PM – Reception

6:00 PM – Shabbat Service – 
NoTe eARlIeR hoUR!

In honor of the Reform Ordination 
with sermon by Rabbi Ken Kanter.

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
Ordination will take place Saturday, May 21, 

at Plum Street Temple. All are welcome!

Sunday, May 15 
9:45 AM - Religious School 
10AM - Parents of current 3rd graders will meet with 
Rabbi Kopnick to discuss their children’s entrance into 
our Hebrew program next year. 
11:30 AM - Closing Assembly featuring Performing  
Artist-in-Residence Peninnah Schram
12 Noon - Closing Day Picnic sponsored by Sisterhood

As we finish our year, I wish everyone a month filled with 
discoveries and peace.

L’Shalom,

Alison
Alison Weikel, Director of Education
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According to the calendar, summer is still more than 
a month away, but it sure feels as if it’s right around the 
corner! The middle of May brings the last Sisterhood 
meeting of the year as well as the closing day of Religious 
School. Later in the month we see the end of the Regular 
School year, followed by family vacations, camp, weekend 
getaways, or visits to faraway loved ones.

 For those of us who are not planning to go out of 
town, summer brings festivals, ball games, cook-outs, trips 
to the park, and time spent in our own backyards. 

 Traditionally, Jews are expected to say one  
hundred blessings every day. It is not that we are  
necessarily supposed to keep count, but that we are to be 
aware of the many things to be thankful for each day. There 
are blessings to be recited over various kinds of foods, 
over witnessing rainbows or the ocean, after performing a  
mitzvah, before leaving on a journey, and after returning. 
The Tefilat Haderech is the customary traveller’s prayer, 
and below is an excerpt from an interpretation of this 
blessing, which seems fitting for any journey, across town 
or across the country:

Adonai, the whole world is full of Your glory.  
Wherever I go, You are near to me. May I go forth 
in health and safely reach my destination. May this  
journey not be in vain; let its purpose be fulfilled; let 
me return in contentment to my dear ones. Then shall 
I know Your blessing in all my travels. Amen.

www.reformjudaism.org/practice/prayers-blessings/
daily-blessings-journey 

Whether travelling or staying close to home, have 
a safe, happy, and thankful summer!

Chrissy
 Christine Knarr, Recording Secretary

Remember, whether you shop at Kroger or at  
Remke, you can help support Sisterhood just by doing 
your regular grocery shopping.  When you link your  
shopper card to either the Kroger Community  
Rewards Program or to the Remke Caring Neighbor 
Program, every time you swipe your card or enter your  
alternate ID at the checkout,  a portion of the sale goes to  
Sisterhood, which in turn helps to support Valley Temple 
programming.

For Kroger:
https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards 

Click to sign in or create an account. 

For Remke:
http://www.remkes.com/Community.aspx 
Options to sign in or register are at the  

top right corner of the webpage.  
If you have any questions, please contact Chrissy Knarr.

COMInG SOOn… SISTERHOOD RUMMAGE SALE!
Time to go through closets, garages, kitchens, playrooms and collect your  
gently used items for a good cause.

With all the construction we missed the sale last year, which means you must 
have some great stuff you no longer need, and space you’d love to reclaim.  
We can help with that!

Drop-off will begin on Sunday, July 10 and continue throughout the week,
 and the sale will be Sunday, July 17

If you have any questions, or have a few hours to help out that week, please 
contact Chrissy Knarr.

Any high school students who need service hours are welcome, too!

Please Join us for:
May 15 – Sisterhood Meeting and 
Religious School closing day picnic 

(see p.6 for more information on the picnic)
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“Over the weekend of March 18-20, some of 
Valley’s 6th, 7th, and 8th graders went to Camp GUCI 
to participate in JYG (Junior Youth Group) Kallah. 
We got to meet kids our age around the Ohio Valley 
region, we learned all types of Ohio Valley cheers and 
NFTY cheers, and we learned things about NFTY. We 
all participated in activities including Zumba, sports, 
structured free time, and others. We made skits and 
tried to put a piece of the Torah in. We had services 
on Friday night, Saturday morning, and Havdallah  
Saturday night. We were able to participate in  
dancing, coloring, writing, and we could sit and  
listen to the service. We had so much fun, and we are 
so excited to join NFTY and hopefully become more 
involved in years to come!”

-Aleeza Schneider, 
Valley 7th grader

YOuTh 
grOup

KULAnU SIyyUM 2016
Congratulations to 

Eli Neman, 
Adrian Niedermann and

Maddie Weikel on 
graduating from Kulanu, 

the Reform Jewish 
High School!
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MISHEBEIRACH

Dorothy Siegel
Dr. Joan Reckseit

Bernice Blatt
Kim Stark

Jules Saslow
Rheda Harris

Sharlene Stempler
Danny Stempler

Ken Mitman
Ellen Bamberger

Doris Huston

SUSTAInInG THE GEnERATIOnS ...

We gratefully acknowledge the following contributions:

RABBI’S DISCReTIoNARY FUND  
In memory of Edward Mulloy; from Kathie & 
Ivan Tamarkin

In memory of Jack Kramberg; from Bruce Walker & 
Carol Kramberg-Walker 

In appreciation of Rabbi Kopnick and Valley Temple; 
from Ken & Diane Mitman

In gratitude to Rabbi Kopnick, in honor of Emily Ehrle’s 
Masters and in honor of Linda Lazar’s Bat Mitzvah; 
from Sandy Hatfield

In memory of Lucille Amber; from John & Jean Amber

BRYNA SChWARTZ MeMoRIAl 
oNeG & hoSpITAlITY FUND
In honor of the recent births of Craig & Debby Hoffheimer’s 
grandchildren; from Laura & Sam Lobar

CoNGReGATIoNAl CARe FUND
In memory of Joel Kahn; from Susan & Philip Kahn 
& Family

loUISe MARKS RelIGIoUS SChool FUND
In honor of Valley Temple; from Tom & Debra Steger

SeINSheIMeR MUSIC FUND
In memory of Dorothy Sall Rosenbaum; from Mark Sass & 
Jan Rosenbaum-Sass

CAMp SCholARShIp FUND
In memory of Albert DuCovna; from Herb & 
Sue DuCovna

JANe MUNICK MeMoRIAl GARDeN FUND
In recognition of the 25th anniversary of Jane Munick’s 
passing; from Mel Marmer

Sunday, May 15, 2016
(Immediately following Religious School)

Please join us for our annual BBQ at Temple!

This will be a potluck event hosted by Sisterhood.  
Hotdogs and drinks will be provided. Each family is 
asked to provide a side dish or dessert (There is no  
additional cost for this event).  

Come join us for this special event to end our Religious 
School year.  It is a great way to enjoy a meal and see your 
Religious School friends before heading off for summer 
break. Send your reservation in by Wednesday, May 11 
so that we can include you in this event. 

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.
YOU DON’T HAVE TO HAVE CHILDREN IN 

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL TO COME!

Please return this form to the Temple office no later 
than Wednesday, May 11 or 

send an email to valleywrj@valleytemple.com.

 
Sunday, May 15, 2016    |    Reservation Form

NAME (S) ________________________________________

#  Adults________      # Children_________

Please specify so we can order food appropriately:

#  Hotdog lunches____________________

#  Veggie Hotdog lunches_______________

In order to coordinate our menu, please let us know 
what type of dish you will bring: 
I/We will bring (for eight):

________Side dish (Pasta salad, cole slaw, potato salad   
   fruit salad, etc.)
________Dessert

________I/We will be happy to volunteer the day of   
the event (set up, clean up, etc.).  

Please email Julie Niemeier at valleywrj@valleytemple.com 
or call the Temple office - (513) 761-3555.

THAnK yOU TO SISTERHOOD for their recent 
donations which help subsidize our Temple dinners, 
Youth Group Director, Religious School activities and 

provide Camp Scholarships.

Your continuous support of Temple 
programs is greatly appreciated!
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MAy BIRTHDAyS
Minette Hoffheimer        05/01
Kathie Tamarkin           05/01
Fay Ste in                 05/01
Gila Naveh      05/01
Dave Katz                 05/02
Madel ine Weikel            05/02
Davine Levy               05/03
Arlene Herman             05/03
Kerry Rabe                05/03
Rick l ie  Vordenberge       05/04
J im Levinson              05/04
Hank Rosenthal            05/04
Jan Goldste in             05/05
E l lye  Ste inberg           05/06
Kevin Spie ler             05/06
Graham Russel l             05/07
Sam Pennix                05/07
Andrea Knarr              05/07
Linda Kean      05/07
Mi les  Cast le  Sp ie ler       05 /08
Kara Schneider       05/08
Kim Codd      05/08
Suzanne Segal              05/09
El len Bamberger           05/10
Cindi Naveh               05/10
Paul Lucky                05/11
Allison Schneider       05/11
Ju l ius  Sas low             05/12
Ju l ian Magnus             05/12
Char les Myer I I I           05/12
Ron Stern                 05/13
Carol Magnus              05/13
Tyler Sefferino       05/14
Louis Rauh                05/15
Ju l ia  Niemeier            05/15
Helen Sass                05/16
Ben Rosenfield       05/16
Rachel Denham             05/16
Peter Hecht               05/16
Eli Rosenfield        05/18
David Clark               05/18
Dorian Naveh              05/20
Avie l  Pa ige  Shap iro       05/21
Thomas H. Green           05/22
Philip Schneider       05/22
Ir v ing Harr is              05/23
Dan Yeazell      05/23
Ernest Waxman             05/24
Dawn Schwartzman          05/25
John Schwab               05/26
Heather Ste in  Russe l l      05/26
Jason Knarr               05/27
Matthew McCarrick         05/28
Oz Abram Knarr            05/28
Selma Harris              05/30
Bradley McClel land        05/30
Karen McClel land          05/30
Matthew Lobar             05/30
Helma Appel      05/30
Laura Beas ley             05/31
Stephen Berg              05/31
Aron Schneider       05/31

Jennifer & Keith Pennix  05/01/2000
Jay & Cherie Brandt  05/06/1999
Robert & Alison Weikel  05/08/1993
Tim & Robyn McCarrick  05/08/1993
Paul & Anne Lucky  05/19/1972
Buzz & Barbara Stewart  05/22/1982
Randy & Heather Russell  05/26/1985
John & Hank Rosenthal  05/26/1968
Judy & Brian McKinney  05/26/1996
Kerry & Dianne Rabe  05/27/1979
Rick & Laura Beasley  05/28/1990
Brad & Pam Greenberg  05/28/1994
Jim & Cindy Cronin  05/28/1995
Susan Marmo & Neil Berman 05/28/2000
Stuart & Ricki Hodesh  05/29/1969
Fred Gartenlaub & Andrea Beck  05/29/2005
Jackie & Dan Yeazell  05/29/2005
Martin Schrager & Kathy Klein 05/30/1998

THAnK yOU FOR SpOnSORInG 
An OnEG SHABBAT

Help us  cont inue  our  lovely  t radi t ion  of  
providing delicious “goodies” at  our Oneg Shabbats 
(the reception following services).  These “onegs” are  
wonderful ways to celebrate the joy of the Sabbath, 
schmooze with members, meet new people and have 
a “nosh.”  Please help us maintain this tradition by  
cal l ing Wendy at  the Temple off ice  for  more  
information,  or to say that you will sponsor an oneg.  It 
can be in honor of a loved one, a special occasion or just 
because!  

Our thanks  f or  sponsor ing  a  r ecent  oneg ,  a  
wonderful way to celebrate the joy of the Sabbath.

Colin Nourie and Sarah Singer-Nourie in honor 
of their daughter, Zoe, becoming a Bat Mitzvah.

Peggy Barrett in memory of her Father, Alvin 
Lindenberg, Jr.

Karen and Brad McClelland, Barbara and David 
Neman, Susana and Marcelo Niedermann, D’Shon 
and Jaden Shapiro, and Alison and Rob Weikel, 
in honor of the Confirmation/Graduation of their  
children Brady McClelland, Eli Neman, Adrian  
Neidermann, Jaden Shapiro and Maddie Weikel.

MAy AnnIVERSARIES



                         

Sandford R. Kopnick, Rabbi 
Solomon T. Greenberg, Rabbi Emeritus 
Wendy Walsh, Temple Administrator 
Alison Weikel, Director of Education 
Michael Shayeson,  President 
Laura Beasley, President, Women of Reform Judaism
Scott Steinberg,  President, Men’s Club 

513-761-3555
WEB SITE: www.valleytemple.com 
E-MAIL: wendy@valleytemple.com 
or use links at valleytemple.com 

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CINCINNATI, OHIO
PERMIT NO. 2333

ADDRESS SERvICE REqUESTED

We take the stress and hassle out of shopping and shipping those care packages off to your campers. For $18, you 
can order a camp approved care package that includes 5 fantastic items such as: games, puzzles, Mad Libs, stuffed  
animals, pens, crafts, and toys. You would have a hard time putting your own care package together with similar items and shipping it 
all for $18. The best part is that ALL the proceeds of the VTS Care Packages will go towards providing camperships for children.

To ORDER or for more information, please go to  http://valleytemple.com/about-us/sisterhood/

Valley Temple Sisterhood 
Care Packages

Let us help you get 
your family ready for 
Summer Camp with 
VTS Care Packages!


